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THE EXTERNAL SOUL IN FOLK-CUSTOM     CHAA

man was about to be initiated into a secret society called
Olala, his friends drew their knives and pretended to kill
him. In reality they let him slip away, while they cut off the
head of a dummy which had been adroitly substituted for him.
Then they laid the decapitated dummy down and covered it
over, and the women began to mourn and wail. His rela-
tions gave a funeral banquet and solemnly burnt the effigy.
In short, they held a regular funeral. For a whole year the
novice remained absent and was seen by none but members
of the secret society. But at the end of that time he came
back alive, carried by an artificial animal which represented
his totem.1

In  these ceremonies the  essence of the rite  appears
to be the killing of the novice in his character of a man
and his restoration to life in the form of the animal which
kUiTdls a*5 *s thenceforward to be, if not his guardian spirit, at least
man and    linked to him in a peculiarly intimate relation.    It is to
be remembered that the Indians of Guatemala, whose life
was bound up with an animal, were supposed to have the
power of appearing in the shape of the particular creature
with which they were thus sympathetically united.2    Hence
it seems not unreasonable to conjecture that in like manner
the Indians of British Columbia may imagine that their life
depends on the life of some one of that species of creature to
which they assimilate themselves by their costume.   At least
if that is not an article of belief with the Columbian Indians
of the present day, it may very well have been so with their
ancestors in the past, and thus may have helped to mould
the rites and ceremonies both of the totem clans and of the
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1 Fr. Boas, in Tenth Report on the
Narth-Western Tribes of Canada^ pp.
49 J?*> 58 sq. (separate reprint from
the Report of the British Association^
Ipswich meeting, 1895).   It is remark-
able, however, that in this tribe persons
who are being initiated into the secret
societies, of -which there are six, are
not always or even generally brought
back by an artificial animal which repre-
sents their own totem.  Thus while men
of the eagle totem are brought back by
mn eagle which rises from underground,
men of the bear clan return on the
back of an artificial killer-whale which

is towed across the river by ropes.
Again, members of the wolf clan are
brought back by an artificial bear, and
members of the raven clan by a frog.
In former times the appearance of the
artificial totem animal, or of the guar-
dian spirit, was considered a matter ot
great importance, and any failure which
disclosed the deception to the uniniti-
ated was deemed a grave misfortune
which could only be atoned for by the
death of the persons concerned in the
disclosure.

* See above, p. 213.